

















Jakob Knaus

1545 McCullough Rd. Phone 1-604-885-7793
Sechelt, B.C. VON 3Al FAX 1-604-885-4043
(Canada) e-mail: falconjki@telus.net

Sechelt, October 25™ 2009.
Dear Deborah and Silas,
School Performance 2008

Over the weekend I had time to study the 2009 performance of our elementary and secondary
schools. I am encouraged by the apparent improvements in our elementary schools and hope that
Chatelech will soon return to its former glory. However, we are still far away from the targets we
set under the Carver model “that the Superintendent and the principals must motivate the teachers,
pupils, parents and the communities that none of our schools scores persistently below the
provincial average”.

When analyzing the 2009 results I found the following;:
Secondary Schools

Pender Harbour recovered to the provincial average of 6.2 which is most encouraging. I realize
that the sample is relatively small and fluctuations from year to year can be substantial compared
with a large school.

Graduation Rate and Delayed advancement rate are very positive.

Elphinstone maintains its “average performance” status, but at 6.0 is still below the provincial
average. Same as Pender Graduation rate and Delayed advancement rate are positive elements in the
overall assessment.

Chatelech, formerly the star among our secondary schools, has deteriorated further with a measly
4.5 against the prov. avg. of 6.2. With school marks substantially higher than exam marks it is no
surprise to see exam marks much below the prov. avg. The girls seem to be letting down the side.
Boys replacing them in the English gender gap and doing much better in Math than the prov. avg.!
Well done boys! No wonder the graduation rate is adversely affected and the Delayed advancement
rate is nothing to write home about.

Summing up — no doubt our secondary schools are suffering from the very poor results achieved in
the elementary schools performance during the last few years!

Elementary Schools

Halfmoon Bay, our persistent above the provincial average school, has achieved a star result with
8.6, far above the prov. avg. of 6.0. Noteworthy is the male gender gap in English. (Question: has
the feminization in our schools taken a turn for the better where the curriculum is taught with the
needs of boys taken into consideration?)The low results for Tests not written appear to confirm
good parent involvement and discipline in the school. Well done!
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Cedar Grove, one of our best schools prior to 2004, has improved considerably to 7.8 and has left
behind the lean years of 2004/7. The girls have trumped the boys in Math. Tests not written are
excellent at a mere 2.7, see HB.

West Sechelt has continued to improve substantially to 7.8. Gr. 7 writing is excellent; by far the
best in our S.D. Tests not written are low, see HB.

Langdale has taken a dive, but with only 15 gr. 4 enrollments the sample is small and fluctuations
must be expected. Overall the scholastic results are below expectations and tests not written are

worse than the prov. avg.

Gibsons with 5.4 has not been able to stay above the prov. avg. Gr. 7 scholastic results are just
mediocre. Boys are trumping girls in both English and Math. Tests not written are small, see HB.

Roberts Creek are a real disappointment at a low 5.2. The only bright spot is gr. 7 writing. Girls
outscored boys in Math. Tests not written are satisfactory.

It is a pity that no assessments have been made for Madeira Park, Sechelt, Kinnikinnick and Davis
Bay, apparently having less that 15 gr. 4 enrollments.

Summing up - there are encouraging results which point to a welcome recovery from the disaster
year 2005, where only two out of 10 elementary schools scored above the prov. avg.

Sincerely yours
Jakob

Schools 2008
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